
 4

Acknowledgements 

 

I would like to thank Prof. Glatzel for offering me the opportunity to study at the Institute of 

Forest Ecology. His supervision, understanding and guidance were crucial for the success of 

my work. 

I sincerely thank the Austrian Development Cooperation (ADA), Commission for 

Development Studies at the Austrian Academy of Sciences (KEF), African Forestry Research 

Network (AFORNET) and Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR) for the financial 

support of this study. 

The scholarship and financial facilitation by the Austrian Exchange Service (ÖAD) staff 

in Vienna and the Austrian Embassy Development Cooperation (AEDC) staff in Addis Ababa 

is highly appreciated.   

The technical backups from Mr. Agaje Tesfaye and Mr. Hailu Beyene on the 

questionnaire survey; Mr. Seyoum Bedeye on feeds and nutrition; Prof. Monika Sieghardt on 

plant and soil sampling and analysis; Mr. Gebeyehu Belay on profile description; and Prof. 

Franz Ottner on soil texture analysis are highly acknowledged.  

The laboratory staff members at the Institute of Forest Ecology and Institute of Applied 

Geology (Gerlinde Mistlberger, Karin Wriessnig and Anita Gruber) deserve great 

appreciation for their guidance during the analysis of plant and soil samples. I will always 

remember their Cappuccino mit Zucker. 

I am grateful to the farmers, development agents and Kebele administrators in the 

Galessa-Jeldu areas who were very helpful, cooperative and friendly during the field 

research work. Geltoma!  

I thank the soil and water management research divisions’ staff at Holetta Agricultural 

Research Center (HARC), the management of HARC and EIAR for facilitating my fieldwork 

at home. 

I would like to thank the staff members of the institute of Forest Ecology (Prof. Herbert 

Hager, Prof. Klaus Katzensteiner, Prof. Georg Gratzer, Prof. Torsten Berger, Prof. Monika 

Sieghardt, Prof. Helmut Schume, Mr. Andras Darabant) for their kindness, positive thinking 

and encouragement. Melanie Gertheinrich (the secretary, language translator and editor at 

the institute) deserves great appreciation for editing various manuscripts, socialization and 

organization of get-together events. Martin Wresowar was helpful for all computer-related 

matters and software installations. Gabriele Leitner was helpful for facilitating project financial 

matters. Hans Anton Fichtinger was everything. Danke! 

The following Ethiopians deserve recognition for their part in my PhD studies: Dr. Bayeh 

Mulatu, Dr. Angaw Tsige, Mr. Getachew Alemu, Mr. Yohannes Gojjam, Mr. Berhane Kidane, 



 5

Mr. Mehari Alebachew, Dr. Yonas Yemshaw, Dr. Demel Teketay, Dr. Zerfu Hailu, Mr. 

Negash Mamo, Dr. Tilahun Amede, Mr. Chernet Assefa, Mr. Getnet Desalegne, Dr. Asgelil 

Dibabe, Dr. Woldeyesus Sinebo, Dr. Alemu Gezahegne, Mr. Haile Atfaye, Mr. Solomon 

Delelegne, Mr. Yeshitila Amha, Mr. Solomon Merid and Mr. Alebachew Taye. Betam 

Ameseginalhu! 

I thank Birgit Habermann from KEF for commenting on my project proposal and for the 

organization of various seminar presentation forums.  

The moral support and friendship of the Ethiopian MSc and PhD students in Vienna in 

general and at the Institute of Forest Ecology in particular are highly appreciated. I am also 

grateful to Minji (Mongolia), and Dharma and Asanga (Sri Lanka) for their friendship and 

understanding during the PhD study.  

I want to thank Mr. Mesfine Tsegaye, Mr. Kasahun Bekele, Mr. Abera Tafa, Mr. Megersa 

Gutema and Mr. Regassa Feyssa for their assistance in countless ways during the survey, 

plant and soil sampling and workshop organization periods. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank my wife (Tsigewoine Gizaw) for her 

encouragement, strength and caring for our baby boys (Yohannes, Dagmawi and Michael). 

Tsigewoine, Yohannes, Dagmawi and Michael – Hulachunm Betam Ewedachiwalhu! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




